
The All Party Parliamentary Group for Outdoor 
Recreation & Access to Nature have issued the 40 
page Outdoors for All, including input from the British 
Mountaineering Council, Ramblers and PUK. Four 
pages on water access begin ‘The longstanding confusion 
around public rights of access on unregulated inland 
waters must be resolved by creating a clear, consistent 
right in legislation. Currently, just a tiny proportion 
of our inland waters have a clear, uncontested right 
of access. This is the biggest barr ier preventing 
people from having the confidence to enjoy local 
blue spaces. Voluntary access agreements have proven 
to be impractical and inconsistent. Negotiation across 
thousands of landowners is restrictive, time-consuming, 
and creates inconsistencies from river to river.’

The appendix points out ‘CRoW land provides 
almost a million hectares for walking but excludes 
cycling, paddling and camping. Access to blue spaces 
is particularly limited: only about 7% of all inland 
waterways offer clear public r ight of navigation, 
compared with the broader rights to water established 
under Scotland’s Land Reform Act (2003).’ Note that 
most of that 7% is canal.

The whole report 
draws heavily on 
the Scot t i sh  ac t 
and it is wishful 
thinking but it is the 
biggest step forward 
we have seen in 
the las t  century, 
put in such a way 
that i t  i s  harder 
for  int rans igent s 
to appeal. A PWA 
to Andy MacNae, 
R o s s e n d a l e  & 
Darwen, Lab, who 
chair s the APPG, 
gave a Government 
welcome without 
ment ioning blue 
space.

Questions, questions
Parliamentary Written Questions continue to chip 

away at the access situation. Those who have asked 
recently include
Phil Brickell, Bolton W, Lab, Jun 19th, Sep 4th, Oct 16th
Kate White, Leeds NW, Lab, Jul 9 and 10th
Dr Simon Opher, Stroud, Lab, two on Nov 11th
Helen Maguire, Epson & Ewell, LD, Nov 18th
Dr Roz Savage, S Cotswolds, LD, three on Dec 3rd
Neil Duncan-Jordan, Poole, Lab, Dec 11th
Baroness Scott of Needham Market, LD, asked how 
much Defra had spent on access in the last year. A total 
of £16,900,000 was spent on Access for All, meaning 
those on foot, contrasting with lack of expenditure on 
water and the claim that checking what laws, if any, relate 
to river use restriction would not be good use of public 
money.

A question from Lord Kamall on drowning prevention 

Parliamentary 
call for access
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